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Sustaining	Sustainable	Development		

•  The	Sustainable	Development	Goals	commit	all	countries	to	a	list	of	
goals	but	not	a	plan	for	sustainable	development.		

•  The	goals	need	to	be	located	in	context,	owned	by	governments	and	
civil	socie;es,	and	adapted	so	that	target	seXers	are	target	geXers.				

•  Inequali;es	of	wealth	and	development	have	to	be	managed	to	
balance	common	interest	and	public	benefit	with	private	gain	

•  Demographic	transi;ons	need	to	be	an;cipated	and	managed		

•  Migra;ons	are	shaped	by	economic	development	and	infrastructure			

•  Global	Aid	may	peak	and	will	reduce	in	importance	as	countries	
become	fiscal	States;	different	kinds	of	aid	are	needed	for	ESD	and	SED	

•  Both	Sustainable	Educa;onal	Development	(SED)	and	Educa;on	for	
Sustainable	Development	(ESD)	are	needed	to	transform	development	

•  Development	Professionals	need	to	learn	from	experience	of	recent	
development,	iden;fy	successful	sustainable	development	strategies	,	
and	an;cipate	how	to	realise	both	SED	and	ESD			Keith	Lewin	(k.mlewin@sussex.ac.uk)	



 
 

What is Sustainable Development? 

•  Valuing	the	future	over	the	present?	Deferring	benefits	and	
sacrificing	sa;sfac;on	now,	for	sa;sfac;on	in	the		future?		

•  Ensuring	that	technological	innova;on	and	increases	in	produc;vity	
exceed	the	rate	of	popula;on	growth?		

•  Minimising	energy	consump;on	or	maximising	clean	energy?	

•  More	or	less?	-		equity,	freedoms,	wellbeing,	employment,	work,	
health,	compe;;on,	co-opera;on,	travel,	leisure,	study,	private	
tui;on,	universi;es,	educa;on?			



•  MDGs no longer fit for purpose – financial crisis, geopolitical 
realignments, energy independence 

•  Rights approaches overshadow human capitals – basic 
education not enough, no STEM goals, no 4th IR  Gen strategy 

•  The Goals and Targets are lists not recipes for development  – 
country  contexts are diverse and changing, comparative 
advantage lies in difference, no theory of change  

•  Ownership - target setters are not  target getters 
•  Degraded Environments – climate change, seas without fish, air 

without quality, land without fertility  
•  Social Cohesion – fragile states, forced migration, insecurity, 

terrorism – Difference, Distribution and Desire  
•  Development Partner Fatigue and New Donors:  Trillion Dollar 

club, the BRIC(S), Sovereign Wealth Funds 

Why the Sustainable Development Goals? 
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Goal	1.	End	poverty	in	all	its	forms	everywhere	
Goal	2.	End	hunger,	achieve	food	security	and	improved	nutri;on,	and	promote	sustainable	agriculture		
Goal	3.	Ensure	healthy	lives	and	promote	well-being	for	all	at	all	ages		
Goal	4.	Ensure	inclusive	+	equitable	quality	educa;on	and	promote	life-long	learning	opportuni;es	for	all	
Goal	5.	Achieve	gender	equality	and	empower	all	women	and	girls		
Goal	6.	Ensure	availability	and	sustainable	management	of	water	and	sanita;on	for	all		
Goal	7.	Ensure	access	to	affordable,	reliable,	sustainable,	and	modern	energy	for	all		
Goal	8.	Promote	sustained,	inclusive	and	sustainable	economic	growth,	full	and	produc;ve	employment	
and	decent	work	for	all		
Goal	9.	Build	resilient	infrastructure,	promote	inclusive	+	sustainable	industrializa;on	+	foster	innova;on	
Goal	10.	Reduce	inequality	within	and	among	countries		
Goal	11.	Make	ci;es	and	human	seXlements	inclusive,	safe,	resilient	and	sustainable		
Goal	12.	Ensure	sustainable	consump;on	and	produc;on	paXerns		
Goal	13.	Take	urgent	ac;on	to	combat	climate	change	and	its	impacts		
Goal	14.	Conserve	and	sustainably	use	the	oceans,	seas	+	marine	resources	for	sustainable	development		
Goal	15.	Protect,	restore	and	promote	sustainable	use	of	terrestrial	ecosystems,	sustainably	manage	
forests,	combat	deser;fica;on,	and	halt	and	reverse	land	degrada;on	and	halt	biodiversity	loss		
Goal	16.	Promote	peaceful	and	inclusive	socie;es	for	sustainable	development,	provide	access	to	jus;ce	
for	all	and	build	effec;ve,	accountable	and	inclusive	ins;tu;ons	at	all	levels		
Goal	17.	Strengthen	means	of	implementa;on	+	revitalize	global	partnership	for	sustainable	development		
	
	
	
	
		

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals  



 
 

Seven	Goals	for	Sustainable	Development	
Something	to	Remember….	

1….(Goal	1/2)	End	Poverty	and	improve		food	security,	nutri;on,	and	agriculture		

2.…(Goal	3).	Ensure	Healthy	lives	and	promote	well-being	at	all	ages		

3….(Goal	4).	Ensure	quality	Educa;on	for	all	

4….(Goal	5/10/11/16).	Increase	Equity	within	+	among	countries	and	promote		
human	seXlements	that	are	safe,		peaceful,	and	inclusive	with	just	ins;tu;ons		

5….(Goal	6/7)	Ensure	clean	Energy,	and	water	and	sanita;on	for	all		

6….(Goal	8/9/12)	Promote	Economic	growth,	industrializa;on,	innova;on,	
employment,	balanced	consump;on	and	produc;on,	and	build	infrastructure		

7….(Goal	13/14/15).	Combat	climate	change	+	conserve	the	Environment,	manage	
use	of		marine	resources	+	terres;al	ecosystems	+	preserve		biodiversity	

	
Poverty,	Health,	Educa;on,	Equity,	Energy,	Economy,	Environment		

Pheeeee	or	PHE	5	
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SDG	Challenge	1	Inequali;es	of	Wealth	



	Sustainable	Development	and	Inequality			

The	BoXom	Billion	live	on	less	than	$1.25	a	day	
		

The	Wealthiest	9	people	in	the	world	have	more	assets	than	the	
poorest	4	billion.	

		
20	Africans	have	assets	of	USD	100	Billion	

	
Three	countries	in	SSA	have	40%	of	its	total	GDP	

	
The	richest	in	the	poorest	countries	pay	less	tax	than	those	with	

middle	incomes	
	

At	least	USD50	Billion	is	lost	each	year	to	tax	evasion,	fraud,	money	
laundering,	transfer	pricing	and	thel				

	
A	2	%	increase	in	revenue	collected	is	more	than	aid	to	basic	educa;on		



 
 

SDG	Challege	1:	Wealth	and	its	Distribu;on		



Keith	Lewin	(k.mlewin@sussex.ac.uk)	

SDG	Challenge	3:	Demographic	Transi;on?		



	SDG	Challenge	4:	Economic	and	Crisis	
Migra;on		



SDG	Challenge	5:	Infrastructure	and	Economy	
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SDG	Challenge	6:	Gaps	in	Achievement		



Pisa	Maths	–	Assessing	Students	or	Systems?	
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Intense	demand	for		
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Overemphasis	on	the	examinable	
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SDG	Challenge	7:	High	Stakes	
Assessment	and		

High	Stress	Educa;on	
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SDG Challenge 8: Dependence 
Aid as a Proportion of GDP 

15%-17%	of	GDP	collected	in	
tax	revenue	
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SDG	Challenge	9:	Peak	Aid	



 
 

Education and Sustainable Development 
A Case Study of Issues 

	
•  .	

 
 
 
 

What is important for  
Sustainable Educational Development ? 

ESD 

	
What is important for  

Education for Sustainable Development? 
SED 



 
 

Sustainable Educational  Development (SED) 

•  Equitable	opportuni;es	to	learn	for	all	boys	and	girls	and	young	
adults	independent	of	household	wealth	and	other	inequali;es	

•  Adequate	investment	in	the	infrastructure	to	support	learning	–	
books,	buildings,	equipment,	informa;on	technology			

•  Energy	and	ecologically	friendly	educa;onal	planning	e.g.	school	
loca;on,	school	choice,	student	mobility	-	to	minimise	impact	on	
the	environment	

•  Recruitment,	training	and	employment	of	qualified	and	trained	
teachers	with	con;nuing	professional	development		

•  Educa;onal	financing	without	dependence	on	external	financing				
	



 
 

Education for Sustainable  Development (ESD) 
•  Curriculum	innova;on	to	promote	understanding	of	global	

geological	and	biological	ecosystems	and	the	limits	to	growth	on	
planet	earth			

	
•  Promo;on	of	responsible	na;onal	ci;zenship	and	global	awareness	

and	peaceful	coexistence	that	links	rights	to	responsibili;es	and	
ac;ons	to	accountabili;es				

•  Understanding	that	technological	innova;on	and	“green	growth”	
need	to	exceed	popula;on	growth	for	sustainable	development			

•  Apprecia;on	that	sustainable	development	values	the	future	over	
the	present;		this	means	limi;ng	present	consump;on	to	preserve	
sa;sfac;on	in	the	future		

	



Sustaining	Sustainable	Development	for	Educa;on		

On	Sustainable	Educa;onal	Development	(SED)	
	
•  How	can	educaCon	systems	be	planned	to	make	SED	possible?	
•  How	should	infrastructure	for	learning	change	to	support	ESD	
•  Will	privaCsaCon	of	educaCon	systems	promote	SED?	
•  How	can	external	assistance	result	in	SED	and	reduce	dependence?	
	
On	Educa;on	for	Sustainable	Development	(ESD)	
	
•  What	curriculum	aims	and	outcomes	are	needed	for	ESD?	
•  What	new	learning	and	teaching	methods	are	needed	for	ESD?		
•  How	can	high	stakes	assessment	be	reformed	to	encourage	ESD?		
•  How	can	ESD	have	an	impact	on	global	security	and	environmental	
sustainability?		
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